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President Abraham Lincoln held the 
United States together through the 
crisis of the Civil War. When he signed 
an order freeing the southern slaves, 
he changed the war from a fight for 
survival to a crusade for a rebirth of 
freedom and equality. 
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JU It’s all right, 

If Dennis. Come in! 


It was 
February 
12, 1509, in 
Kentucky. 


Come and 
see your 
new baby 
cousin! 



What are you 
going to name 
him, Cousin 
Nancy? 


Abraham, 
after his 
grandpa. 
Abraham 
Lincoln. 




A8PAHAM LINCOLN 


3 




Abe did grow. In a few 
gears he was planting 
corn ... 


... and gathering wood. 


... and guiding a plow 
horse ... 



Sometimes he and his sister 

went to school. 

— TT 

We’re lucky there’s 
a school. Lots of 
people never learn 
readin’ and writin'. 


You're smart! 
You're 
learning it 
quick! 
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In 1516 


We’re moving to Indiana. I 
can buy a good farm there 
from the government. Too 
many slave owners moving 
into Kentucky. It’s no place 
for a poor man. 


The new state of 
Indiana did not allow 
people to own slaves. 
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They call it the milk 
sickness. Some of 
our neighbors have 
^died of it. 


Abe's 

mother 

caught 

it. 


They did all they could, but 
Nancy Lincoln died. 


In the next 
few years Abe 
worked harder 
than ever, 
helping to 
clear land for 
crops and to 
build a cabin. 


But the next 
year a bad 
sickness 
came. 


I declare, I feel so 
weak and hot. I 
don’t know what 
the matter is! 
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Sally tried to take her 
mother's place. 


We’re out of candles, 
and I don't know how 
to make them. We’re 
out of soap, and I don’t 
know how to make soap, 
so everything’s dirty ... 


You're doing your 
best ... you’re only a 
little girl! The worst 
thing is just missing 
our mother! 




Pa's been gone for days! Do you 
think anything bad has happened? 


I don’t 
know. There 
are lots of 
dangers for a 
lone rider in 
the forest. 





A8PAHAM LINCOLN 


7 



Abe! Sally! I’ve been to 
Kentucky for a wife. Come 
and meet your new mama. 


Suddenly 
there were 
noises 
outside. 


Sarah Bush 
Lincoln was 
good and 
kind and 
sensible. 
Quickly she 
took charge 
of her new 
family. 


We need a big fire. Lots 
of hot water. Throw out 
those dirty bearskins. I 
have clean featherbeds 
and quilts. 






a 



Oh, yes! I want to 
know so much, and 
everything I want to 
know is in books! 


But Abe 
was her 
special 
favorite. 


I'm glad you like 
to read, son. I 
wish I knew how. 


He would walk miles to borrow 


one ... 



Thank you, Mr. 
Pitcher! I'll take 
the best care of 
it. 


Glad to help 
anybody 
who’ll walk 
thirty miles 
to read a 
book! 


But there 
were not many 
books around. 


My best friend’s 
a man who can 
give me a book I 
ain’t read. 



... and get up 
early or stay up 
late to have time 
to read it. 


I'll cuff you 
good if you 
don’t get up 
and go to work! 
A boy your 
age wasting 
time on such 
foolishness! 
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But he 
would walk 
15 miles to 
the county 
courthouse. 


I learn a lot listenin’ 
to the lawyers 
argue their cases. 


The Louisville 
paper came 
today, Abe. 

The fellows are 
waitin' to hear 
you read out the 
news. 


Nothing I’d like 
better. 


And most 
nights he 
went to the 
crossroads 
store. 


Until a boy was 21 years old his 
wages belonged to his father. 


All in all, Abe never went 
to school more than a year 
altogether. 


And then ... 

That new 
neighbor's 
opening a school 
next winter. 

I want the 
children to go. 


The younger 
ones maybe 
but not Abe! 

I can hire him 
out to split 
fence rails. 


What are you 
doing here, Abe? 


But he's the one 
who wants it 
most. And he’ll 
make the most 


He can already 
read and write 
and figure! 
Anything more 
is foolishness! 
And we need 
the money! 
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Allen Gentry’s taking a 
flatboat full of goods 
to New Orleans to 
I, and his Pa has 


He’ll pay me $8.00 
a month— Pa’ll like 
that— and I'll have a 
chance the see the 
country! 


And a big 
city too! 


The trip down 
the river was 
an adventure. 
Sometimes there 
were storms. 
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They saw 

great 

churches 


beautiful homes 


Hows 
that for a 
nice little 
cabin? 


So different from 
log meeting house 
home! 


the 


at 
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The trip 
down river 
had taken a 
month. After 
the goods 
were sold, 
they returned 
home in a 
week by 
steamboat. 


There’s Rockport, Abe! 
We’re almost home! 


your Pa to let 
me make this 
trip. I’ll never 



I’ll come 
too, long 
enough to 
help you 
get settled. 


Abe worked for his father for two more years. 
^Then ... 

We’re moving, son 
... to Illinois. Do you 
want to come along? 

You can do what you 
like, now that you’re 
twenty-one. 
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Ma, I've got a job in 
New Salem keeping 
store for $15 a month, 
I'm leaving. 


They 
traveled 
by ox-cart. 
Abe helped 
to build a 
new cabin 
and fence 
on ten 
acres of 
land. 


I’ll miss you, Abe. 
But it’s right for 
you to go. 


In his new job and his new town, Abe soon made 
friends. 


He walked six miles to 
return six cents he’d 
overcharged me! I call 
him “Honest Abe.” 


When I ve 
no menfolk 
around, Abe 
Lincoln carries 
water from the 
river for me. 


Abe Lincolns not only 
the smartest man in the 
country— he can outrun 
and out jump and out 
wrestle all the rest! 
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I thought he 
would give us 
a funny talk, 
but he has 
more than fun 
in his head! 


He joined the 
New Salem 
Debating 
Society. 


That was a 
fine talk, Abe! 


Sure! You have good 
ideas about what the 
government should do, 


Later 


Why not run 
for state 
representative? 


Abe, you should 
go into politics! 


Abe decided to run. It was March 1832. But a 
war broke out with the Blackhawk Indians. Abe 
and other New Salem men joined the militia. 


I vote for Abe! 
Abe it is! We all 
want Abe Lincoln, 


Thank you, men. I 
don’t think anything 
will ever please me 
more than being 
elected your captain, 


First thing’s to 
vote for a captain. 
I nominate Abe 
Lincoln. 
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When the war was over, it was 
only two weeks before the election. 
Abe lost. 


You got a 
lot of votes, 
Abe. 


Everybody who knew 
you voted for you. 
There just wasn’t 


He also studied law. 


In 1 837 when he was 25-years- 
old, he got a lawyer’s license. 


Before the 
next election 
in 1534, Abe 
had time to 
talk to people 
and make 
speeches. 


We need better 
roads and public 
schools. Every 
child should 
have a chance 
to go to school! 


He left New 
Salem for 
Springfield, 
the state 
capital, to 
enter a law 
office. 


Welcome, Abe! 
We’ll change 
that to Stuart 
and Lincoln! 
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Mr. Lincoln, I want 
you to meet my 
sister, Mary Todd, 
from Kentucky. 


Soon he had many 
new friends. One 
night he went to a 
dance. 


Miss Todd, I want 
to dance with you 
in the worst way! 


The dance 
ended. 


Mr. Lincoln, yoi 
got your wish. 
You danced 
with me in the 
worst way! 


She wrote to a friend 


/ said once I would 
marry a man who 
would be president 
of the United States. 
Now / have met the 
man. He is Abe Lincoln. 


But Mary Todd 
did not really 
care how Abe 
danced. She 
was pretty 
and popular, 
but it was 
Abe she fell in 
love with. She 
believed in 
him. 




o /■ i ^ JSitf 1 

1 1 ■ -’NiV- i y * 

w 



A8PAHAM LINCOLN 


17 



It's not proper to lie around that way, 
Abe. What if somebody sees you? At 
least put on your shoes! 


They were 
married in 
1542. They 
moved into 
their own 
house in 
Springfield. 



Mr. Lincoln, your heart's as big as your arms 
are long! You spoil those boys! 


So do you, my 
dear! And why 
not? 



In 1547 Abe was elected a 
congressman from Illinois. 
They went to Washington. 


In the heart of our nation — between 
the Capitol and the White House — a 
slave market! It makes me heartsick. 


It's a difficult 

problem 

politically. 


IS 




At the end of his 
term, he decided 
not to run again. 


At home again, Lincoln soon became 
known as one of the best lawyers in 
Illinois. 


My stand on the Mexican- 
American War made me 
unpopular. It's time I went back 
to being an Illinois lawyer. 


I’m disappointed. 
The country 
needs men like 
you! 


Senator Douglas has 
proposed a new law that 
would allow slavery in parts 
of the country where it is 
forbidden! That is wrong! We 
must keep it out of the parts 
that are still free! 


We must do away with it gradually 
... paying the slave owners for 
their property ... but we must do 
away with it! 


This country 
cannot exist 
much longer 
half-slave and 
half-free! 
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Douglas won the election for Senator. But the 
debates made Lincoln known all over the United 
States. 


Lincoln 

began 

making 

speeches 

against 

slavery. 


If the Negro is a 
man, then my faith 
teaches me that all 
men are created 
equal! 


He was asked to run for the Senate 
against Douglas. 


Very well, I II 
run. And I'll dare 
Douglas to debate 
me in public on 
the issues! 


Douglas agreed. The 
debates were held 
in several different 
towns in Illinois. 
They were big 
events. 


The long and the short of it! 


The Little 
Giant and 
Abe, the 
Giant Killer! 
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In 1£60 he was nominated for 
president by a new political 
party, the Republicans. 


He had 
letters from 
old and new 
friends. 


A little girl from New 
York State wrote 
me that I would look 
better, and win the 
women’s support, if I 
grew a beard! 


Maybe 


she’s right 


My wife is at 
home and will 
want to hear the 
news. 


Douglas will 
be running 
against me as a 
Democrat. 


This time 
you'll win! 
You will be 


president! 


He traveled 
around the 
country 

campaigning, but 
on election night, 
November 6, he 
was in Springfield. 


You're elected! 
Congratulations, 
Mr. President! 


The town exploded with 
happiness. 


And soon Abe started 
growing a beard. 
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But when 
the southern 
states heard 
of Lincoln's 
election ... 


We declare that the bond between South Carolina and 
other states under the name of “The United States of 
America” is now ended. 


By February, seven states had 
withdrawn from the United States 
to form a separate government. 


On March 4, 1861 , 
Lincoln was sworn 
in as president and 
made a speech. He 
spoke again and 
again to the people 


I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to 
interfere with slavery in the states where it 
exists. I have no lawful right to do so. 


In your hands, my 
dissatisfied fellow 
countrymen, and not in 
mine, is the momentous 
issue of civil war! ^ 
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In Washington, 
from morning 
till night, 
there were 
always crowds 
of people at 
Lincoln's office 
door. 


I must try. Everyone 
has a right to talk to 
their president. 



He met with his generals ... 


Sir, the newspapers 
and the people 
are crying out for 
victory. 


I cannot 
seem to 
find a 
general 
who will 
fight 
and win 
battles! 


... and 
with his 
cabinet. 


I have called 
for 75,000 
state militia. 


But Mr. 
President, we 
have no army! 
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I want to use my powers as 
Commander-in-Chief to free 
all slaves in enemy territory. 
You advised me to wait for a 
victory. Now we have one! 


He still 
found time 
to keep a 
promise. 


Here’s the pony I 
promised you because 
you had to move to 
Washington and leave 
your friends! 


For a long time, the 
war went badly 
for the Union. 

Then at Antietam, 
the tide turned. 
Lincoln spoke to 
his cabinet. 


You hear that? 
./* I Forever 


Lincoln signed the order 
on January 1, 1863 . It 
was read aloud by army 
officers in the South. 


Forever 

free! 


God bless 

Father 

Abraham! 
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A few 
nights 
later. 


p resident! 


Lincoln was 
re-elected 
and at his 
inauguration 
on March 
7, 1565, he 
made another 
speech. 


With malice toward none, with 
charity for all ... let us strive on to 
finish the work we are in, to bind 
up the nation’s wounds. 


On April 9, the Confederate army 
surrendered. 


The fighting is 
over. The killing 
is ended! Thank 
God I lived to 
see it. 


they 


went 


to the 


theater 


A crazed southern actor crept to 
the door of the president’s box. 


The man, 

John 

Wilkes 

Booth, 

fired— 

then 

jumped to 
the stage. 


The president’s wound was 
fatal. He died without becoming 
conscious again. 



A8PAHAM LINCOLN 


35 



Lincoln was 
dead ... but 
the ideals he 
stood for live 
on. 


As he became a symbol of freedom, so the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington has become a gathering place for those who work to prove 
that "all men are created equal." 


After ceremonies in Washington, a 
funeral train carried Lincoln's body 
home to Illinois. All across the country, 
people grieved as it passed. 
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